
publicationofscientificwork

Thescholarlypublishingindustryishugeandtherearethousandsofjournalsforresearchersto

choosefrom.However,giventhescaryhighrejectionratesofsubmissioninpeer-reviewed

journalsandthe6–12monthstimetakentogetpublished,howdoyouknowwhichjournalis

yourbestbet?

Hereareafewstepsthatyoucantaketosignificantlyimproveyourchancesofgetting

published:

1.Browselegitjournals

Asof2015,theacademicpublishingmarkethadanannualrevenueof$20.5Billion.This

revenuehasgrowntremendouslyoverthelasttwoyears.Consequently,thisgrowthhasgiven

risetoalargenumberofpredatorypublisherswhotrytoscam early-careerresearchersinreturn

forgettingtheirresearchpublished.Unfamiliarwiththeprocessofresearchpublishingand

attractedbytheprospectofgettingpublishedsoonerthanthought,early-careerresearchers

oftenfallpreytothesepublishers.

Youcantakeafewmeasurestoavoidgettingscammedbythesepredatoryjournals:

Staywaryofunsolicitedcalls/emails—Reputablepublishersdon’tmakecoldcallsorsend

unsolicitedemailsseekingsubmissions.Itismainlyscammerswhogetaccessresearchers’

detailsviaGoogleScholar,Academia.eduetc.andthendocoldreach-outs.

UseJeffreyBeall’slist:JeffreyBeallbuiltthislistofpredatoryjournalsandpublishers.Ifyou

findapublishersuspicious,checkiftheirnameappearsonthislist.Ifitdoes,besurethatyou’re

beingmugged.Hence,stayaway.

Non-indexedjournals:PubMed,JSTOR,SCOPUS,SHERPA,andDOJA(DirectoryofOpen

JournalAccess)aresomeofthepopulardatabasesofauthenticjournals.Ifyouareunsure

aboutapublisher’sauthenticity,checkiftheirjournalislistedonthesedatabases

2.Choosethebest-fitjournal

Allayingyourfearsofbeingscammedbyapredatorypublisherisjuststeponetowardsgetting

yourresearchpublished.Therealtestofyoureffortsstartsatsubmission,whenyourpaperis

reviewed.Thisisthestagewheremostpapersarerejectedfornotcomplyingtoajournals’

formattingguidelines.Eachjournalhasitsownformatting,stylingandreferencingguidelines.

Failingtocomplywiththeseleadstorejection.

Onecommonmistakethatearly-careerresearchersmakeisthattheywriteapaperfirstand

thendecidethejournaltogetpublishedin.Anothermistaketheymakeistoaim forthehighest-

rankedjournalintheirfieldforpublication.Thisnaturallyincreasesthechancesofrejectionfor

first-timers.



Qualityandreputationofjournalsmatter.However,credibilityofjournalsandgettingaccepted

fasterisofprimeimportance.

Soamuchbetterapproachisto:

Writealistofjournalsintheareaofyourresearch.Youcanuseyouruniversity’slibrarysearch

ortheinternettofindthejournals.

Oncethelistisready,reorganizeitaccordingtothejournals’relevanceandquality.

3.Understandthesubmissionprocess

Asmentionedearlier,notcomplyingwiththeguidelinesofajournalisoneofthemostcommon

reasonswhyresearchpapersgetrejected.Onceyouhavedecidedthejournalyouwantto

publishin,visitthejournal’swebsiteandreadthroughtheirguidelines.Almostalljournalshave

adifferentsubmissionprocess.

Theguidelinesofeachjournaltendtovaryacrossthefollowingdetails:

Minimum andmaximum lengthofthearticle

Referencing

Formatting(includesspace,font,margin,headingsetc)

British(orAustralian)/AmericanEnglish

Choiceofmedium –electronic,hardcopy,orboth

4.Writeaconvincingjournalcoverletter

Theroleofacoverletteristoconvinceaneditorthatyourresearchworkisworthpublishingin

theirjournal.Hence,itishighlyimportantthatyouwritetheletterwithasmuchsincerityasyou

wouldwriteyourmanuscripttext.

Herearesometipsthatyoucanusewhilewritingthecoverletterforyourjournalsubmission:

Ifpossible,findoutthenameoftheeditorandaddressherbyname.Youcanfindoutthename

oftheeditorthroughthejournal’sonlinesubmissionsystem.Thisinformationisgenerally

public.

Inthefirstandthesecondparagraphofthecoverletterstatethenameofyourmanuscript,

includethenamesoftheauthor/s,describethereasonbehindyourinterestintheresearchwork

youhavedone,andthemajorfindingsfrom yourresearch.Additionally,youcanrefertoprior

workorthepreviousarticlesthatyouhavepublished.

Inthenextparagraph,addresstheaim andscopeofthejournal.Writehowyourwork

contributestotheaim ofthejournalandfallswithinthescopeoftheirscientificcoverage.Also



mentionwhyyourworkwouldbevaluablefortheirreaders.


